I AM THE GATE

I am the gate for the sheep.  (John 10: 7)

For God did not send his Son into the world to be its judge, but to be its saviour.  (John 3: 17)

Now that we have been put right with God through faith, we have peace through our Lord Jesus Christ.  (Romans 5: 1)

In the past when you were spiritually dead because of your disobedience and sins.   (Ephesians 2: 1)

When anyone is joined to Christ, he is a new being; the old is gone, the new has come.  (2 Cor 5: 17)

Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever disobeys the Son will not have life, but will remain under God’s punishment.  (John 3: 36)

I am telling you the truth: whoever hears my words and believes in him who sent me has eternal life.  He will not be judged but has passed from death to life.  (John 5: 24)

Whoever has the Son has this life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.  I am writing this to you so that you may know that you have eternal life – you that believe in the Son of God   (1 John 5: 12/13)

All others who came before me are thieves and robbers.  (John 10: 8)

Whoever comes in by me will be saved;  (John 10: 9)

For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish but have everlasting life. (John 3: 16 AV)

Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.  (Romans 10: 13 NIV)

For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God  (Romans 3: 23 AV)

... ... him who cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.  (John 6: 37 AV)

This includes everyone, because there is no difference between Jews and gentiles; God is the same Lord of all and richly blesses all that call to him.  (Romans 10: 12)

Whoever comes in by me will be saved.  (John 10: 9)

SOME WORKING DEFINITIONS
Atonement  (literally ‘at-one-ment)  The bringing back of people into relationship with God.  In the Old Testament, this was achieved through animal sacrifices, but the death of Jesus made full atonement for everyone who believes in him.

Fall, The  Humanity’s choice to be independent of God and his will, a choice in which we are all involved and which has resulted in the deflection of humanity from the path God intended, the distortion of the image of God in mankind and the spoiling of the creation itself.  There is a disagreement about whether the Fall was an actual historical event or expresses a truth about humanity’s character and relationship to God.

Hell  The word translates two New Testament concepts: Hades, the place of the departed, an idea close to the Old Testament Sheol; Gehenna, a place of torment.  The concept of hell in the latter sense holds before us the fact that to reject Jesus Christ brings eternal judgement.  There is disagreement as to whether judgement goes on for ever.

Justification  God’s reckoning of a person to be righteous before him, in standing rather than in quality of life, though the second flows from the first.  It is an image from the law-courts, meaning “acquittal”.  The means of justification have been thought to be: [a] justification by faith (a key Reformation belief), and [b] justification by works (widely seen as being unbiblical).

Salvation  The rescuing of someone from danger.  In the Bible it means bringing someone from captivity (to sin) into the fullness and freedom of God.  Salvation has: [a] a past reference -  a believer has been saved through the death of Jesus once-for-all; [b] a present application - we can know God’s freedom today through the power of the Holy Spirit; and, [c] a future hope - believers will be rescued from the effects of the Fall at Jesus’ Second Coming.

Judgement  The activity of God in calling people to account for what they have made of their lives.  Believers and unbelievers alike will face judgement, but ther will be no condemnation for those “in Christ”. Jesus claimed that God had given him the authority to judge, and this assures us that judgement will be fair and perceptive.

(Definitions taken from An Introduction to The Christian Faith published by LYNX, 1992)





TO THINK ABOUT

All people need to be saved.
All people can be saved.
All people can know they are saved.
All people can be saved to the uttermost

The Four Alls of Methodism (based on the thoughts of John Wesley

THE FOUR ALLS OF METHODISM (based on the thoughts of John Wesley)

All people need to be saved.
All people can be saved.
All people can know they are saved.
All people can be saved to the uttermost.




